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Rethinking of Durkheim’s Moral Individualism:

For Its Contemporization

ASHIDA Tetsuro

Abstract: From the 1960’s to the 1970’s, reviews of the sociological theory of Emile Durkheim (1858-

1917) were vigorously carried out mainly in Europe, and in Japan as well. At that time, some sociological

researchers even called such trends “Durkheim Renaissance”. One of the main themes of those reviews was

“moral individualism” or the “cult of the individual”. Today, this idea of Durkheim which was ‘rediscov-

ered” among his work is well-known in the world of sociology. However, 1 have an impression that it has

not been fully examined yet. This paper is a preliminary consideration to clarify some of the points of argu-

ment on Durkheim’s vision of moral individualism (cult of the individual) and to explore its significance in

the present day.
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