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Seeking “Mutuality of Eyes” :

Understanding Live Idol Experiences from the Perspective
of Georg Simmel’s Sociology of the Senses

IKEDA Taishin

Abstract: Currently, Japanese idols can be divided into two types. There are ‘media idols” who are well
known due to their exposure to the mass media, and ‘live idols” who are barely exposed to the mass media
and mainly perform in small live houses. It seems that the two are very different in terms of the existence of
idols and their fandom.

Therefore, in this paper, after limiting the target to female idol groups, we first try to classify idols who
are active in Japan: the “media idol” and the “live idol” just mentioned. Next, we will distinguish between
the two fans as “spectators’ and “those who can be seen.” Then, I would like to clarify the significance of
“being seen” that live idol fans demand by employing Georg Simmel’s discussion of “sociology of sense’ .

Finally, I would like to consider why live idols fascinate their fans.

Key Words: Live Idol, Fan, Fandom, Georg Simmel, Sociology of the Senses
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