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Experiences in Public Shelter after the Earthquake

— Ordinary Lives in Extraordinary Situations in Nishinomiya, 1995 (14) ——

HARADA Takashi

Abstract : This is a part of a research project on our experiences of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake

in 1995. In this paper I have focused on the memories of a woman and her daughter who evacuated to

the public shelter where I attended for eight months as a voluntary staff just after the quake.

Many evacuated people had gathered in a room of gymnastics in a junior high school. From there

many people commuted to their workplace. The woman had looked after the room and distributed stuffs.

After moving to a temporary house, she was keen to take care of the neighbors. Her daughter, who was

then a student of primary school, had different memories of the earthquake and the public shelter. She

enjoyed daily life in extraordinary situations just like ordinary situations.

Thirteen years had passed since the quake, but even now she and her daughter are in bad health when

they smell the soil. Because they were rescued after buried by rubble for several hours.
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