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Study of the Origin of the All Japan High-school Baseball Championships

(1915) from the Viewpoint of Newspaper Competition

TAMAKI Michio

Abstract : This paper presents a study of the origin of the All Japan Baseball Championships, which were

founded by the Asahi newspaper, one of Osaka’s strongest newspapers, in 1915. Murayama Ryuhei, the

president of Asahi Newspapers decided to start the tournament, although at the time baseball was not as

popular a sport as it is today. Why did he take such a risk? This question is the focus of this study, the an-

swer lying in the strength of two newspapers, Asahi and Mainichi.
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