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Current Condition of Watch Networks for Elderly Residents
in Communities with Different Characteristics and Whether

or Not there are Professional People Available to Watch Them

MASUDA Seiko, OOI Miki, USUI Kimika and TSUMURA Chieko

Abstract : We sent questionnaire forms to 716 community welfare members and volunteers belonging to
watch groups in 34 survey areas in 8 cities, towns and villages, including 5 wards in 3 ordinance-designated
cities, 3 municipalities in agricultural area and 2 cities in suburbs. Most of the questionnaires were sent by
regular mail. The results showed that in urban areas, those volunteers conducting watch activities feel bur-
dened because they cannot get information about subject people to watch, even though they sense the exis-
tence of more elderly people with higher risk of dying alone. In agricultural areas, volunteers conduct watch
‘ activities using traditional local people’s connections, but they are becoming tired of watch activities. This
shows the limits of watch activities based on local people’s connections. In suburban areas, only 50% of

people believe these activities can prevent solitary death, so that it is necessary to promote effective watch

‘ activities through exchange and study meetings.

Those groups with watch professionals support both activities and the mental issues of watch network

‘ members. It became apparent that this lightened the burden on watch network members and is an effective

part of watch programs.
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