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Attempt to Create an Art Archive for Creation

YAO Rieko

Abstract: Katsuhiro Yamaguchi, a fellow artist of mine, passed away in May 2018, leaving a vast number of
items that cannot be categorized either as personal mementos or art materials. While these have to be ar-
chived as the art materials of a Japanese pioneer in media art, they remain largely untouched to date in the
face of the strict standards of archiving.

Meanwhile, I realized that we should pay close attention to the reproduction of works carried out in the
universities and research organizations that are specialized in artistic expressions in recent years and new
creativities generated from them as one of the new ways to read archive materials. The use of archives as a
means of creation has the risk of essentially invalidating archives, but at the same time, I believe it is highly
worthwhile to challenge the ideas of archives and creativity.

This article introduces examples related to archives and creation and mentions how Al can be used in art.
It also reports on the attempt to create new works from Yamaguchi’s art materials. The future direction of
the research was determined when I learned after going through these considerations that he had talked about

“creating new works in an archive’ .

Key Words: art archive, Katsuhiro Yamaguchi, creativity
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