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One Message Which Emerges from the Process of

Formation of Les Fleurs du Mal
NAKAHORI Hirokazu

Abstract : Starting with some prohibited and expurgated poems of the first edition of Les Fleurs du Mal
(1857), first, we investigate some poems presumed to be an essential part of the two previous collections of
poems, Les Lesbiennes (1845) and Les Limbes (1848), which were not completed or published. This investi-
gation will make clear Baudelaire’s theory of esthetics, “modernity”, which, as an art critic, he was quick to
bring forward based on his view of civilization. It will also reveal that the title Les Limbes represents much
better the subject of Les Fleurs du Mal, the rococo title of which is apt to be interpreted within the narrow
framework of Christianity. Secondly, we compare the first edition with the second (definitive) edition (1861).
It took Baudelaire sixteen years to publish the latter after he notified the public of his forthcoming collection
of poems Les Lesbiennes. These years were the revolutionary and formative period of modern society.
Therefore, the second edition includes many elements which characterize our modern society. That is why

we can interpret this collection of poems from various viewpoints.
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