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A review of the Literature on Childhood Amnesia and the Earliest Memory

MORI Tsutako

Abstract : Most people have difficulty remembering events that occurred in their first years of life. Such a

phenomenon has been studied for about 100 years since Freud termed it “childhood/infantile amnesia” . This

article reviews the literature on the earliest memory, the emergence of which indicates the end of the child-

hood amnesia period, and examines current theories of childhood amnesia. A variety of theories of childhood

amnesia were divided into three categories for discussion (the retrieval failure theory, the encoding/retention

failure theory, and the social interactive theory) from the perspective of whether the theory assumes that

memory is a permanent storage system or not (i.e., the retrieval failure theory vs. the encoding retention fail-

ure theory) and whether the theory assumes that memory is an intrapersonal process or an interpersonal proc-

ess (ie., the retrieval failure theory and the encoding/retention failure theory vs. the social interaction the-

ory). Finally, the implications of childhood amnesia for recovered memory and future directions are dis-

cussed.
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R72ZeDHbHLEEFVEES TV,

SRERKRO MREOEHA] (28, 1950) &, =
D—H»SMETE A, #L T, [HHDETR.E LA
Ehhiw] BiEE LT, Egifbins [Ho
S ST HOZLE2HDH ) LAMEL TS,

L LA D, ZBOLII, AEICBUTAREY
DFLEE LT, BEOEEREOHT 2 TE 5 DbIF
TlERv, L LARAERFOGELY HRETL6IIHO T
INT, —f&IZIE, BEZRDO—EMMICES - HRE
WOWTHERT LI LIETE RV, 29 LB,
RS (childhood amnesia ¥ 7213 infantile amne-
sia) EIRER, HL 2 HESITARTE L (B
DL ¥a—& LT, Dudycha & Dudycha (1941), Pille-
mer & White (1989), White & Pillemer (1979)),

HHHRFEORLEL, ZAIREBRIN L Eh L
MPEET HIZEFESNIIC W, T, KAICH
ST E BRLIBEDO A R ER 7275, ShIER S o3
A, 29 LB ERTRHEHL SN 0Esr%

W (Wetzler & Sweeney, 1986), iz (X, M+mED A
VTAHEFMOERELZB VT I LI TETH, +E
BOFBESTHERMEFEVEST I LEITELZVDOTSH
% (MEHE, 2001) L2 b, BEAZROKEL, FRICH
LW EE LR TH Y, 29 LIRS —UIE
RTELWVWEWVWIDIZ—FTEDINT Ry 7 AELFE R
bho ZHLZErb, HRERTIE, £OMESR
DRELEEEDT, SEFIEBEHIRHBSINTE
7o BRI, O THEEE STV 2FLEIEDRE
M EMFEDSRBEN b & R - 2 L 2521, 48
MESICHET 2GRSO - LB AT &, R
LTI, SRBESO#EE LR T NERDOELE (L
T, ROHARLEE L) ISR A RFgE R FSHREL L,
FD%, BWEMNREEZOCHINETOHRGRLEZDOE
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AR (the earliest memory) & (&, HH DL
B oI RSN RO FVIOLEDN Z &
T, $bbiRHETSORELZRTLOLEILN
Bo WEHRTEVIBEERMIIEHL, o6
L7213 Freud (1905/1953) & &N 2%, {HH H A
L L TRERINLHRFORBRFERE 6, 7KL
L7zoizxi L, F0OHOIFIEE, 3, 4 PHZE
e L72bDH % (Dudycha & Dudycha, 1941 ;
Waldfogel, 1948) .

fRFEM AR D D& LT, Waldfogel (1948) £, K%
124 % (BE48H, K76 %) 12, Ak 8EROD
LB A S, ENENOHRHEIE U FE T
EIRE A, 3HEUHOMRENSFEINL T —
2dAmnzl, FoFRE LI -H L THERD
WMZ T ZERRLTWA, 29 LcfRIE, ki
DOWFFETHIBIE SN TS (Howes, Siegel, & Brown,
1993 ; Kihlstrom & Harackiewicz, 1982 ; #%, 2002 ;
Mullen, 1994) o Bl 2 1L, #(2002) (&, & KFHE 126
Z, RLAFObOLEbh siLiELRih s, £
DEFDEMEMESELETH, 34RDLDH D
%< (M), 20K 42% DTV,

—F, ROORELEHHIEEIELDTIEIRC,
HOHETE A HERIZOWT, —HOEMET 5
ZET, TORORENERIK> TWLnL) 1k
AT B L) FELMFHLIL TS (Eacott &
Crawley, 1998 ; Eacott & Crawley, 1999 ; Sheingold &
Tenney, 1982; User & Neisser, 1993 ; Winograd &
Killinger, 1982). ] 2 (&, User and Neisser (1993)
&, KREFHE222% (K136 %, BiEse f) (2, [
oA [AK] TREDE] [5lo8 L] DFEERIC
DVWTOEME LIzL A, BHOMA L AFEIZOW
T, #NE22ICEBRLH A TY, YRoLED
FHE-TWAE LTS, 29 LR TIE, H
A & o 72RFZEIC R, B T RO ORI A
MENDLZLEDNH LY, TNEFTOMEERELI LD
7z Rubin (2000) (2Xk 5 &, HiEmiZLbEEHTY
REL kv,

COLHIIMRMREDLHRE-HL D LI
RZ D0, RAFREOFR 2 & Z 2 57121
L BHESEIN TV D, H-12, SFHRETR/RIN
TV L RMEFERIL, &< X THYME (b L R

AEFA# (2003 43 H)

60 [ Opositive
50 L neutral
| M negative
m%
i-3

0-1 1-2 2-3 3-4 4-5 5-6 6-7 7-8 8-9
£
X1 HOREOHC Tk & M (FR, 2002)

i) THH, T XTOADPZDOFHMOFLE L kDI
BL LTHEETZLITTIER V. £ OETIE, =
BOFIO LI, | ABOREL RS 260507
NTRBEINPHFELELTVD L, B, RYOLEN
56 DbDTHLr—AbLnlhv (W15
B, B, OPREOERIIIEESR, UbE
HHoHEV) I ETHDH, WELZHE LIMETIE

LD F D RAILED FE s F W EAIA R 5T
Lo Bl 2L, wOEEEOFIYN A FE X, Dudycha
& Dudycha (1933) DWfFETH T 3% 8 v A, LT3
%64 H, Howes, et al. (1993) THT 34, T
3.07i%, Lo Twa (AkOMERE L LT, Mullen
(1994), Potwin (1901) 7 &), —F, XAbZE % M
L 72 Mullen (1994) OFFFETIE, BADH LT VT
A& BRABREDOFEHPENZ EORENT VD,
E-OMEE LT, fiREL LTk
BHS, RY12, BOORBRIZL > TTE&LRELROD
bBhbnwsn) ZEDHb, FLDRREDOLRCL
bR, Y — A D OERIZL > THR SN T
Wb, L7eAto T, Bz, BERL-HRED, Kk
OHFTHEVRLEBEONLEE, FITHLNAER
A, EEEOL > TWDLHESELH D, % DI
TlE, ROELERET 2, BoEFORELE
T D LIFOREN, SR — Ao A E R
NHAHLBEIHERT L LI IZEbN L, LhL, EE
121, MEFXGT A0, EEEERT I LAICE
STOES LT & TIE R\ (Loftus, 1993a),
12, FREAARRT ZRESEY TIE WV E W) R
Hb, Thabb, TLAEOMETE, BEIERES
NGNS, KFOEBRECHE L) HEN A UR
LI EEN G TH Y, T, £ LAEAT

B S RERE IZAT CYRMOZ L2 Bnilid L9
IZEEDbNTL, #YLRERENTELZVOTIE WD
EV 9 ETETH S (Pillemer, 1998)
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Pk, choofMBrEz b L, HEMETIZOW

T, ZORMEER L V) EBENRERTTS, 7
HELTWEWI L bhb, L LRIENS L)
2, GRS OMIEERIE, ) LABRRs R
ZHEDPEV) BN LHHOEELRMTH S L,
Tz [AESNRE] & EOREN L MEY ik
BEIZY, REBIREEGZDLDTHL, Lizho
T, ZOMBEIZEL CRRSLMIVLETHS I,
—HT, FHEERIEAZER BRI L 2 ERESD
HIr%k, BRLTWCZELEETHL, 2H L1
FENL VIR S NIUL, FRALIEE T O
AFCBRIIGAZTHEELHIPETH D, BlZIE, K
DB L ) BRI SV R, BIORT
[ AMEMERER] OB b EZ LN TV A,

RIEREOAR & BB
MBHIDRE L L TR SN ZNEIIED L2
@ ELRDO 5N THB Y, Waldfogel (1948) (&, #
DHEZRIDI ) IZHFELTVE, 209 bk
(2002) OHFFETIE, LB E LT, Fi2rs=
RRICET 2 (2L 0% T, B, &%
E) L EREANDL LA L TWE (AOHE
L LT, Howes, et al. (1993)), 7272, #IEHD
L, M2 DRAEEL 0%, K10
&9 A TELT LOBMICSETE A2 DbIT TS
Vo F72, HEOBEBIZELARELSL L, Eowv
SREHAINR T VO EET A I LIRS T
v, 2510, KRAILE > TIEREICHERS &) i
RED, FLEBIE>TELTLEZEI TRV EW
VT LELHFHMNEFT R B, RREHAEDOTFN MY L LT
(SRR D] TABE] [RIEDIE] [Blo# L] Evio
THREHSFIHENL Z LT TR, 29 L
ttA Lo TIREETENDS2WEEBLNSHRE

, OHIOREE L THEM IR S Sy — X3
MTL%;<&w®f%%OLL KAIZE > TIEH
HWHEEDO T RVl HkFErs R S h b
&b %\ (Kihlstrom & Harackiewicz, 1982)

R SN7HBSRFIRE VD 7 — A dHws, #
h#$y747fé6#$w747f%6#u,ﬁn
WL o THRP G PN T b, fl 21E, Waldfogel
(1948) (&, KT 1 THEOBEN KDL 50% %
GO, RHT 4 THERIIN30%, —2—FFTVER
13#320% TH o7z G L T 5 (Ffki, RV
TATERYLCME LD DL LT, Kihlsrom &
Harackiewicz (1982), Potwin (1901) 7 &), # (2002)
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1. B, ERK
2. Rk, wRokANH, #E
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6. VERYEETE, MEEAYLEE
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C. EATDN AW L 723018
KiE, TTO AN
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[_Iuwﬂ H’/\;f]‘
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DFFFETIZ, ZRLED D B 60% BT T 1 THE,
#25% IRV T 4 THEE, H15% B=a—FFVE
% C, Waldfogel DAER L IIRATDOFERIZHR > TV 5

(1 288, FEC, 2771 7EFR2 L REL
72 D& LT, Dudycha & Dudycha (1933) , Howes, et
al. (1993) %= EVH5B),

RS E O EMEM

RANADFLIBASEDREIEFES b OO T,
INFEFTWLOPDFEL RSN TED, i, i
ENZRBEIEMTHLILEERLTW5, BT,
Howes, et al. (1993) (&, #ERE DV HRMIAGEHEE LT
MR L22HSRFEID, HE—MIZEabE WIS,
ZOHRFIZOVWTEVWE LT bW, MEDLEA
BOTNERRTVD, ZO#E, HONILLED
)5 60% (FEbE A\WOMERL ENIZFEED 80
%) HIEHE, b L IZIZIFIERE &M s N (FRED
fEH & LT, Usher & Neisser (1993)), L2*L, 1EAE
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CHMF SN REOEIZIE, MK, EETIERY, b
LLIREATOD LW S NAREOHFEL TV S,
Howes, et al. (1993) O¥&, 29 L7z “EliL 2"
SOEIZ AR 13% H oo L L T b, Howes
S5iE, ZORTFILEEINARLIEOEAL, FLOHEE
FIIBIRLOTE AR, Bz O KRERE LD
BLELTWEY, ZORFELEVET L0 hnET
ENEHW S ANDEZATHS ).

ML FRDLEFZICOWTIE, HiEEEP#Y T
Ehwew) b dH 5 (eg, Loftus, 1993a). Fl
X, 29 LAfFZETIE, #HEREDORLIED LM % il
ToMMEL LT, MRS HREE IR L
ANDOREANEEF - Twb, Thbb, KiEL SN
UL, BEEREORIBICHRIEETSH S LV I HIED
b, RMHIFEIEOIEREELSHS L DI ED,
HE L D EARYIIEETH L L) RIEIE 2
Vi, E6 1, ERsNEEREEY HICERLAL
VI DL, LLADEE, HBREORTH LD, 22
THR SN EEARE, LA RLET
THEEINLTEEMYAH L. L LEITHL R, #
BElllo TS NARE (ToRE &, AEL
%AHRE (BORE) EHEUT 201k, FOIERENE
WRATIARL, MEDII2_fr—2arOEpLn
)T EIL A,

RHEE D A B = X L

RIEITIE, MBI OVWT, TRETHSLMIC
o TWh I ERER, WNE, EfELV) S 6k
w7, T, mOMREUROREIL AR TE
BWDTHA) Do 29H LMWL TIE, IhE
TEHLDORPDV R INTELD, FITHFAD—DL
AHOE, HEHESEREORROKK ZOH,, £
NEDBFHFARLRFORUADONLEV) HTHD
(Howe & Courage, 1993 ; Loftus & Loftus, 1980 ; /&
S NEREE, 1994)

SCERBORMTH B WO ER

RIEOIFEAD LK D% s, WIIORESRN
HAETELZVOIREREOMBME V) T LI %5,
AU, EraRS, @A RKins 2 e d, B
HRESOHEOREIHESN L2 LW i)
TREMERET b, 2 LEXOHRTROFEHED
7% Freud (1905/1953, 1916/1963) D#HTH %, i,
SRS AIEIIRR LN Ty 2 HIET

NRETRFEM (2003 4E 3 H)

OO BB EEZ I, Thbh, SPHOR
BUEEBOBRD L VEFIIBEVWRENTEBY, 207
DICESIBRET L ZEIITELRVY, EBIZE, T
OPTHLDFEFHRSTNALEEVWIEZTH S,
BAETId, Freud DM 2 M EHIRREOERK & § 5
EZRBEEINT VD, LIL, RAOEHNLERD
ENRVEIATHEDRBEIRIFEN TS L)
EZ2E, oz b THEDRERROFIZORE LN
bo BRI, EFHERICHEIED 5N TS EERL
BOMRETIE, FrDRBIIIEREOBRIZERZM
WEORE (BEFLE) 0lE,s, ERtiEbiuil
WL E»H L EEZ SN TS (Schacter,
1987), #LC, BELEIREEZLSFEL, 4
WRTORANEED S VR EE > TWADIH
L, BEFERCIBILFEAREIZIIRBIAT, BHERIZONEE
LTWLHDEW)RAPERE L > TET NS,
(Naito & Komatsu, 1993), 29 L72Z 2 IZFEDITIT,
AR LIES OIS N tskFE, BERLES
LTRSS T TY, BERLEL IR Twan
72, BICEBRIWIIT VAT EIENHLWEER
bbb,

SREOFSED L IEFREOERBEVIE

WMBHRTZHET 5D ) —DDNHIE, ZOR
DB, MEHNTERVOTIE R, 2LFLF0E
DRI IN TR VAEDIERETERNENI B
DTHb, 29 LT, HEFELEYIHFL
L72h, fFefbl-iEs REIMMRIFELAZD §25012
VEREERHAED, BAEBERIIRRATH L7120
12, SIRRES RIS LEZ D,

RS OIR R ERN 2 RS IHR T S &
WO NVIBIEIBE CHEELTBY, EOF LR
WKL ERS DL LT, 5% &Rk o 5 E
(Nadel & Zola—Morgan, 1984), = #& 38 1% (Nelson,
1993), WA DR FDFE#E (Pillemer, Picariello, &
Pruett, 1994), [LO¥E] 3% (Perner & Ruffman,
1995), FEHEEHC D% % (Howe & Courage, 1993
Howe & Courage, 1997) % &, SF&F 4O TEHH
SNTWb,

72 LD T, LRSI E TELNT
Wik h b RVGEIR, HRFEORLELRIFTEHIL
MREINTEBY) (Howe & Courage, 1993 ; Meltzoff,
1995 ; Rovee—Collier & Bhatt, 1993), %) HAfEE DR
K%, Bt he L 25t S A 7 4 ZEARITK
DEZENPHL L >oTETWE, 2TH LT R
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5, Howe and Courage (1993) (%, %h BT ORERE
i, BB “N—=Fy 7" k) V7 by T” 2
HoHEFRL, [RBHMAC] OREFRLEELE
WTHoHELTWE, HHIZLIE, BOUHREEIF
MENDL7zDIZIE, HHHERED “F (me)” 12HE
ROADEERBENLLESHY, Fh2E, HOL
B L IHEEL 2 FETH D &) BRI RE &
W, TNETOMZETI, ;%%@qjﬁ)ﬁﬁj\%iﬁ‘é‘k’ﬁé
LRI 18~24 » B, 72 “I" “m u’ Lo
AT ZERTHDG 2 n<%w® e LT
BY, WRHREOMEER LT BT 5 L2
WmahTwi

MFOHSREEMERE VSR

MBS OIEH S RERBIIH 5 & v ) BIcE
X, FE bR RFEORMICHAHBIIEL, 223 T
IMARTEHRIETRD, AD‘EHHT@“—*GEIE@A
AOT Ot ZIZKDT W, LaL, wEOHS
AREATE R E NS %@T&)Zg ¢ %?E?ﬁi LT
Wb,

HESWMHEERMERICL AL, T80, 8 (R#
DREDKRN) EBEDREERIIOVTRFET A LI2L
2T, EDXIITBEEFENLL VDR, BEDOLE
EMEERETH I EEESEEER L TV (Nel-
son, 1993 ; Fivush, 1991 ; Hudson, 1990), —J}, F&
Hid, 3ICHBHVETIZ, BEOHREL Z b
—V=DF (F7747) THERIIENTELLIIIC
B IZENDRroTED, ZNIIHYIBHESORRER
ME—HT b, TobbTELPRLOEKTHIZL -

BEDEBROFED Fiemrizb &, hIBHETEAH
%ﬁ#ék%z%ﬂé@f&é(ﬁmehmm&A¢
ams, 1995),

Fivush 512Xk 5 L, #BEORBEIIOVWTEEFET S
B, BATFIBEDPTEAY A NIZIZ 2008 4 T8
HY, ELELDRAYANVEATHEI PIZL-T, F
ELORBEORRLEVEEEZITD L V) (eg, Fi-
vush, 1991 ; Reese & Fivush, 1993 ; Reese, Haden, Fi-
vush, 1993), §74bb, FLLDFELZHEL, TON
B2, A7z Lass, 80 &—i#
CREBRAELEL L) LT 2@ &2 (BERILOEWV 2
FAN) AL, FEBHFELLEZOND I EEKD,
FILEMZ#HEVELT 2 L) 2@ &2 ULk
WAZAN) TN, FELORBICLIVEEL SR
L5DTHAH, flziL, Reeseetal. (1993) 1, F&d
HY40, 46, 58, 70 v AREOBT-OEFEEHH L2 & 2

A, 40 7 REEICEEIME > TW2 25 L L25, %D
FELOREATFHLAZELEERLTWV S, B
BWBEATE LTV AREOT L0, FokofiE
BET, LNEOFEREFBETELOTHL, 29
L7cHEL, ROMLEOERIZIES &S L 2 L
=DM E 52T NE, Thbb, Bkl
DEVBEPITELEFEDITE, RO ESRC
BT 2 (RHREESE CET 5) THEENE X
SNb, 7, BEAFIIHLTIT)EY 201, BT
L VIR L CORPHERIZ R AERARHB STV
%728 (Fivush, 1994), LD H P EAMBFEDE#
PRV EWIFERIE, BT OHSMHEER O E &
bEZOHND,

Pk, 2Z2FT, YRS HBETL2HEHmE 30
DA T I =T Tikem L7228, T2 CTRA LR
D% L, HRHEED [#AERE] L 20MERHICS
WTERLZENRA (eg, BHMEC) O [5 I
EHERDEN) LR LT, FREIHHFT AR
ELTWwB, L2L, ZHAUIMEMRBIRIZIZR->T
b, HADERPYRARELHEL T0D L)k
ERGIEMIIE B 50w, Lo T, 4#%iE, &E
W2 EEAIRETS 5 & ) IR 2 TIT (2 &8
PETHD, —HT, wmiltld, SEPESITE—DE
W2 > THBTEA2HDTIIRL, EROEROH
HAEDETHBEIREL LV THIENTETEY
(e.g., Welch-Ross, 1995), /BT * < bimdid
ITEIHEMILL Tnb,

R & R S 7cReiE

IR IE, BEERMMES TR, [RES
N 7-FC1E (recovered memory) ] & 2o 72 B EMRIE
EOMENS QL EED TS, EESNRLEE
3, LEBER V-T2 7O THH TEN
HMENZZHRMOREDNZ ETH S,

TRz & 912, Freud 12, 2B HIETIEILL
WREIICHEBR L 72 b I 0 v HR R HET 5 720 0@t
L L7 BAETIX, % DWFEE D Freud DFIZIEE
EWEH, —EOLHEREFIZ, BEBESHH) OL
Vo 72 BAREY - RSB ASEISRE R O SR RIS HIE S e
Mo UREBRIZHH L L, MESNARELEET S
CEZEMWERIHEIOCELTWS, LaL, T4
VAT, DEEE @ L CRE S NREE O
Ch, KEG#wHFHH| &I SN TE7 (Loftus, 1993
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b; Loftus & Ketcham, 1994 ; E#§, 2002), L\ D
b, SN2 EOFIZE, HIBHIZRED SR
JER AT Vo RINEAHE ICHN, RIEVET
RPIZFRZOENEE V) TF—APFEREL DL TH
Lo LA L, MEEE SNAFEOPRIZE, o724
BIZEANROETFRTIANLE LS AT L, &
72LC, \fEsN-REIE, EEORELZOY, £h
EbBY) OEE (false memory) D72, Z ORIEID
OVTHMIIRIAT A LB AR LOHMEBZ S
75, AR B EIC BT A, S, ([
WENTEBOEHMEIZOWTRE S NS T EHEX
5o

RO 0L L THE S NREOEREIZDOW
T, BALHEE SN2 b00, REELRILECEE
Ll hnwll, FhEELESNREIIOWT
b, SEMEAH L Z 3T TR, R, RLER
fEREZ BN TN L) RIEAND 7O L A7 T
ml, HEWIIERENE 7O A TLH D L DIEH
Mo, EMFEILEHORERIZT TR, ZOHDOREER
7, AEALAAESELUREMR MR Lo, RiEaN
LEOHE, FONBIEIWMERFLE Vo 2R Z LD
THo0, iLEBENED, TORBIZBVTAEET
Hot:l), WEZOLOHOHLIMENENZHDT
Hot )T HEN)Z LI, (ThMZIZBE LAY ZVD
b, LALI) LAERKRIIKLT, RO
Felx, SHRASDERIZL - T, [BH ORE] 25 »
BOBRSIHZATONEZ L EZ/RLTWA (Loftus,
1997 : Loftus, Coan, & Pickrell, 1996), L 745> T,
HEEESNRLEIZOVWTY, AT T7REIEX M
EONER Y — A LR IAEROBHER TH S L) ]
BEMEERETE RV, 2B, BHESNZREEE, H
FER TN —T - LT =L W ABE TITb I
AIBEEROEY THL VW) L EETLE, L
B HEME N TIThI 5 RO EOZEIZ T
N, EHIZHERY — A (Thb b, HEEESETO
) OEBELZTIRTVELELOND, 72751,
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NI EF# (2003 423 1)
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#, 2002). L2 L, ieEofEZEERTL L L
L, TNFTHOEIAEL L, BIEIZHLE
HICEBLMEDLETHA I,
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