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Identity and fan activities : What is a fan?

IKEDA Taishin

Abstract : We use the word “fan” everyday without hesitation. It is surprisingly difficult, however, to
provide an academic definition of “fan”, as the term is an elusive phenomenon with diverse connotations. In
this article, 1 critically examine three definitions of “fan” and then offer my own definition. I define a fan as
one who consciously possesses a fan identity.

My definition is inspired by Daphna Oyserman’s ‘Identity-based motivation’ (IBM) model. Oyserman’s
model offers a very persuasive framework for explaining enthusiatic cultural consumption by fans. In
addition to that, my definition can be extended to cover what I call “disadvantaged hobbyists” as an object
of fan studies, and it can explain inevitability of what I refer to as ‘self-declared politics.’

From the above reasons, I conclude that it is useful to define a fan based upon the larger concept of fan

identity.

Key Words : fan, fandom, identity, identity-based motivation, active audience, media, cultural sociology
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BEYE 25, 77 YT AL MADTHOHENE
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B)[77>ThHsBR] BRI 3TFEELTDT
7

Ty v ERALEV) IR, 77 DM
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AEomE) L2 AICAEENS (Fiske 1992: 37),
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S, UL E A (& 2O HFEANE) AHHE
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RO TH %,

L2L, 77 vOif#EN, [RHgE77v] LM
ROATELZ LNV, 77 Y2 BIIHE IR
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4 OREHTIE, 77 Y 72bEBS7bDTAT T4
TAERHLEY, "TATYTA4 T4 &2X—AIZL
BT 2oL D BITE, bEAA, FH LR,
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DZEIM] LB EH), LELENS, TTOHT
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CENTEDL, ZZTIE, v b BLADOW) [H
CE S OEIE self-declared politics | 2SEE & 72 > T <
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3 REESRORE
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AT TAT4] a2 LR FRL, A
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SN TVD, EIZ7 720 [BulbAitE] ©
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