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How We Describe Our Experiences after the Earthquake

Ordinary Lives in Extraordinary Situations in Nishinomiya, 1995 (15) —
HARADA Takashi

Abstract : This is the final part of a research project on our experiences of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earth-
quake in 1995. In this paper 1 have focused on the method of describing our experiences after the quake.
From the point of sociology of disaster, we should focus on how we should prepare for reducing damages in
next disaster. But such aspect would be common in every social/natural disaster. So it is nesesary to elabo-
rate new method peculiar to the earthquake. Because earthquake is a unique disaster, for it strikes us from
the ground where we profoundly trust in our ordinary life.

I had been writing papers on our experiences in/around a public shelter where I attended as a volunteer.
Just after the quake, many people were gathered at elementary schools and junior high schools. School build-
ings are appropriate for temporary space for evacuated people. And huge amount of foods and drinks and
clothes were brought from outside.

Earthquake evokes such situation where many people live at school buildings, being offered materials from
outside. This situation shapes the relations among the evacuated people and between insiders and outsiders,
as well as between those within davestgated area and those outside area.

So we should describe our experiences in a public shelter in social/natural or human/non-human hybrid
manners. This is a point of *Actor-Network Theory’ and our experiences in etraordinary situations after the

earthquake are effects of the relations between the human and the non-human just like our ordinary lives.
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