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A Preliminary Study on Using the Voice Appropriately for Speaking to an Audience
SAKAI Yasuko and HAYASHI Ryoko
Abstract : That teachers should control the volume and quality of their voice when speaking to students in a
class room is well-known. Japanese students, however, are not aware often of how they sound to listeners
and seldom have been taught “how to speak” to an audience, To survey actual conditions of Japanese stu-
dents speech, an experiment from the sound perspective of speech was conducted and the acoustic features
were analyzed. Thirty five college students wishing to be teachers or nursery staff participated in the experi-
ment. The tasks were to say the sentence “Kon’nichiwa, surname-name desu (Good afternoon, I’'m surname-
name” 1) to the professor (the first author) standing near the subject and 2) to the audience sitting in the
class room. The acoustic analysis showed a small difference in pitch range between tasks 1) and 2), but al-
most no difference in duration. Word accent, devoicing of vowels and boundary intonations were also inves-
tigated, but only a few subjects showed differences between the two tasks. The results suggested that most
of the subjects were not capable of adjusting their phonation to produce well-articulated speech appropriate
for speaking to an audience. Further research is needed to help us better understand how to teach students to

speak appropriately to an audience.
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