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A Study of Curriculum Design “vom Kinde aus” in Berthold-Otto- Schule

and the Origins of Curriculum Development
NAITO Yukako

Abstract : This paper seeks to clarify, from the level of specific classes in practice, curriculum development
“vom Kinde aus” in Berthold-Otto-Schule as was at the core of integrated learning in the period of Ger-
many’s New Education Movement (Reformpidagogik, or reform pedagogy) that emerged at the beginning
of the 20 th century.

That Movement focused on “internal” reform with the pupilhim or herself at the core. The development of
the pupil’s personality was to be promoted by autonomous and independent creative action and the pupil’s
needs were to be respected. School was to become an educational space where teachers would act as partners
and assistants for the benefit of the pupil. A major educational goal was the promotion of the pupil’s social
and political responsibility. Due to this lack of obvious direction by a teacher, classes in practice at Bethold-
Otto-Schule have been characterized as “incidental/opportunistic learning” that sought to provide for the con-
cept of a flexible curriculum.

Rejection of a curriculum in static or arbitrary “form” in Bethold-Otto-Schule ; instead, a curriculum as a
flexible and cooperative “diversity” was intended.

Thus, education in Bethold-Otto-Schule can be reappraised as a form of education that surmounts its con-
ventional critique as “abandonment of methods.” The perspectives of perceiving learning in an integrated man-
ner in classes and flexibly conceiving the curriculum from the child’s point of view are very telling for to-

day’s curriculum development of the preschool and the elementary school at the connected period as well.
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