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Improvement par excellence meant that alteration
and decoration of houses and grounds, on principles
more or less ‘picturesque’, which from the age of
Mr. Pope to the age of Henry Crawford was a chief
amusement of cultivated leisure. (Chapman 557)
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“I must be satisfied with rather less ornament and

beauty. I think the house and premises may be made
comfortable, and given the air of a gentleman’s resi-
dence without any very heavy expense, . . .” (MP

166)
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“From being the mere gentleman’s residence, it be-
comes, by judicious improvement, the residence of a
man of education, taste, modern manners, good con-
nections. All this may be stamped on it; and that
house receive such an air as to make its owner be set
down as the great land-holder of the parish, by every
creature traveling the road ; . ..” (MP 167)
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mund AMFELELEIE, 2% “T would rather have an infe-

rior degree of beauty, of my own choice, and acquired
progressively.” (MP 42) L &5 Twb L 912, KfH
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“. .. a parish has wants and claims which can be
known only by a clergyman constantly resident, and
which no proxy can be capable of satisfying to the
same extent. Edmund might, in the common phrase,
do the duty of Thornton, that is, he might read
prayers and preach, without giving up Mansfield
Park ; he might ride over, every Sunday, to a house
nominally inhabited, and go through divine service ;
he might be the clergyman of Thornton Lacey every
seventh day, for three or four hours, if that would
content him. But it will not. He knows that human
nature needs more lessons than a weekly sermon can
convey, and that if he does not live among his pa-
rishioners and prove himself by constant attention
their well-wisher and friend, he does very little either
for their good or his own.” (MP 170)
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Henry Crawford is a great and enthusiastic ‘impro-
ver’ —and not only of gardens. He tempts Maria with
some seductive hints as to how he might improve the
uninviting prospects of her life as Mrs Rushworth.
He is a man who, for his own amusement, likes to
tamper — with other people’s estates, with other peo-
ple’s wives. (Tanner 459)
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