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The Expected Roles of Nurses at Special Elderly Nursing Homes
by Caregivers and Facility Heads

Centered on Terminal Care——
UEMURA Satoko

Abstract : The importance of nursing has increased as aging progresses and symptoms become more severe
for those people under their care. Furthermore, along with the increased needs for terminal care at special
elderly nursing homes, it has become necessary to examine the roles of nursing professionals. This study is
based on a questionnaire surveying nurses, caregivers and facility heads sent to 278 special elderly nursing
homes in Prefecture A via regular mail to clarify the roles that caregivers and facility heads expect nurses to
take and the roles that nurses think they should assume. We analyzed responses from 95 nurses (34.1%), 97
caregivers (34.9%) and 104 facility heads (37.4% ) and discovered that all three professions felt nurses should
“hand over and/or sending messages to caregivers for their night shift’ and “work to alleviate pain and com-
fort patients”. On the other hand, nurses want to be involved in “supporting highly emotional family mem-
bers” .

Meanwhile, it became apparent that there are deviances between the feelings of nurses and caregivers/facil-
ity heads who expect them to properly treat physical pain. Taking into consideration that special elderly nurs-
ing homes are places where living support professionals rate higher than nurses, it is necessary to examine

expected nursing roles when working in teams.
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