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Required Abilities of Nurses Who Promote Team Medical Care

From Research Conducted on Nurses Cooperating
with Other Health Care Professions

ENDO Keiko, OKAZAKI Miharu, KAMIYA Mikiko and AZUMA Tomomi

Abstract : In Japan, team medical care involving the cooperation of other health care professions is recom-
mended as a way to provide efficient patient oriented medical care. Nurses are expected to be boosters of
team medical care and to acquire new capabilities for the purpose. There have been no earlier studies regard-
ing nurses’ capability in team medical care in Japan. In this study, we first interviewed 6 nurses who pro-
mote team medical care, to find out what abilities nurses exercise and what abilities they think are necessary.
Then, we qualitatively analyzed the results and extracted 59 items. After making a cluster analysis, these
were classified into 54 items of abilities in 11 categories. Based on these, we prepared our original question-
naire. We sent the questionnaires to 444 nurses participating in team medical care at hospitals with 300 or
more beds in 3 different prefectures. After analyzing 247 valid responses (55.6%), approximately 80 percent
of the subjects responded that they display their abilities on 3 items involved in “human relationships”, 2
items involved in “facing oneself” and 2 items involved in “placing experiences”. Also, approximately 40 per-
cent of the subjects responded that they were not displaying their abilities on 2 items involved in the area of
“solving problems” and 2 items from the “developing teams” category.

In a comparison of time with experience in team medicine, nurses with 3 years or more experience re-
sponded that they displayed their abilities in 22 of the 54 items, a significantly high rate. Additionally, by
comparing those with different roles in team medical care, leaders and sub-leaders displayed their abilities in
11 of the 54 items, which was also significantly high. It became apparent that more than 90 percent of sub-
jects recognized that all these items are important in conducting team medical care, which gave us indication

about what abilities nurses do need to obtain.
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