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Experiences of Families of Emergency Patients

in Their Words and Giving Meaning to Them

EGUCHI Hideko

Abstract : Emergency patients and their families face critical situations that may halt the history of their
lives built up to that point. They examine these situations, asking themselves what meaning the incident has
and attempt to get over the crucial incident by drawing new stories. The purpose of this study is to refer to
the subjective world families in crisis faced through their words and clarify the process of giving meaning to
such experiences. 2 research cooperators collected the data using a semi-structured interview and conducted
qualitative descriptive research to analyze them. As a result, 3 categories, “stressful reactions caused by anxi-
ety and fear,” “expectation for recovery” and “family ties” were extracted to show their experiences, and 2
categories, ‘re-examining the relationship with the patient” and “preparation for reconstructing family relation-
ships” were extracted as showing giving meaning. Patients’ family members were organizing the task of giv-

ing meaning to a series of their experiences through third persons by talking to them.

Key Words : Emergency patients’ family, talking, experience, giving meaning
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