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A Study on Japanese Coursebooks in Australia

UMEHARA Daisuke

Abstract : This paper aims to analyze some of the Japanese coursebooks published in Australia for junior

secondary level. The number of students learning Japanese soared after the Australian government launched

the LOTE (Languages Other Than English) Programme in the 1980s and many Japanese coursebooks de-

signed for Australian teenagers were compiled accordingly. Comparison of four of these coursebooks (Mirai,

Hai!, litomo, Obento) with some standard ones made in Japan will reveal that Australian books tend to pre-

sent a set of grammatical constructions in unique orders by keeping the target constructions specific and

semi-formulaic and delaying the introduction of a whole inventory of related constructions and summaries of

grammar until a later stage.
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