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Counterattacking Yamatano Orochi

—The image formation of the picture of fighting
Susanoo and the diverse aspects——

TANAKA Chiaki

Abstract : I examine the picture of the scene where Susanoo and Yamatano Orochi were painted in modern
times. “The extermination of Yamatano Orochi” is one of the great scenes of Japanese myth. This scene is
often drawn with a very similar composition, but the composition adopts details that are not written down in
the original myth. While concretely analyzing pictorial details in the painting, I draw out the way in which a
figure of Susanoo and Yamatano Orochi is immobilized and succeeded. Painters drew a brave hero, Susanoo,
by parting from the description of the original and by drawing Yamatano Orochi that was counterattacking or

threatening.
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