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On the Relation between Labor and Education in Pestalozzi’s Thought :
An Examination based on the Possibility

of the Development of labor in My Inquiries
ONODERA Ritsuo

Abstract : This paper aims to explain the concept of labor in Pestalozzi’s My Inquiries arranged as one
unity over the possibility of the development of labor. Pestalozzi’s thoughts on labor are always considered
within the context of the problem of the antinomy in the formation of human beings. Pestalozzi states, “The
holy labor appears as something bad too.” However, strangely, earlier studies have not focused on Pesta-
lozzi’s contention that labor does not necessarily contribute significantly to the formation of a human being.
Although labor plays a role in development, if on the other hand, it degrades a human being, the first prob-
lem to be addressed while studying Pestalozzi’s works on “labor and education” should be the one concerning
the possibility of the development of labor.

The possibility of the development is a basic problem that preoccupied Pestalozzi, and one that he dealt
with right from The Evening Hour of a Hermit to Swans Song. This problem is examined theoretically and
systematically from the viewpoints of anthropology and historical philosophy in My Inquiries. In this paper,
the following points are discussed in detail : 1. Inevitable role of labor in the history of humanity, 2. Sociali-
zation to existence to labor, and a thing more than the human socialization, and 3. Limitations of the possi-

bility of the development of labor.
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