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Japanese Language Support for Preschool to

Primary School Level Multilingual Children in Japan:

Why Do Multilingual Children Encounter Learning Difficulties

after Entering Primary School?

TOCHIHARA Reiko

Abstract : There are now many multilingual children in Japan and also several kinds of language support

programs for those primary school children provided by the government. But why is there currently no lan-

guage support for preschool children? This article argues that there are three main factors behind multilingual

children’s problems in primary schools : (1) parents, teachers and government believe that preschool children

naturally pick up language and so there is no need for special support ; (2) there is a large gap in the lan-

guage learning curriculum between preschools and primary schools ; (3) as monolingual Japanese children

actually learn to read and write before primary school (outside school), in practice there is a substantial gap

between multilingual children and monolingual Japanese children’s language ability on entering primary

school—for example when writing Hiragana letters. Therefore this article argues that we should urgently de-

velop a language support program for preschool children especially focused on learning to write Hiragana

letters.

Key Words : preschool, primary school, multilingual children, language support, Japan
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