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Characteristics of the Victims who are Pregnant or in Child Raising Periods

a point of view from midwives, public health nurses

and supporters of domestic violence victims

FUJITA Keiko and TAKADA Masayo

Abstract : The purpose of this study is to clarify the characteristics of domestic violence (hereafter DV) vic-
tims who are pregnant or in the process of raising a child or children, in order to enable us to find these vic-
tims and lend support. 22 people cooperated with this study, including midwives, public health nurses, and
DV victim supporters. We conducted 7 group interviews with these people. We analyzed the result in qual-
ity.

We classified the characteristics of female DV victims during their pregnancies and while raising children
into 6 categories. 73 classified characteristics were extracted, including 14 items for pregnancy related vic-
tims, 15 items for DV victims related to child rearing, 12 items regarding the recognition and background of
female DV victims, 17 items of behavioral characteristics of women who become DV victims, 13 items re-
garding features of their partners, and 2 items based on relationship features between partners.

When pregnant women and those who become DV victims while raising children show these characteris-
tics at health care institutes, involved health care workers can engage with them over concerns that they
might be victims of DV. Additionally, these extracted characteristics can be used for questioning potential
victims when one suspects a DV case. As health care practitioners supply care and support from the view-
point of being concerned with apparent DV features, they can become aware of possible DV victims, which

can lead to early detection and intervention.

Key Words : Domestic Violence, pregnant women and nursing mothers, Characteristics, Earlier detection
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