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Actual Conditions at Patients’ Bedsides When They Die at Small-Scale,

Multi-Functional Types of In-home Care Service Facilities, Such as Group Homes

Seeking a "Fulfilled Stay by A Person’s Deathbed” from an Interview Survey——
KANEDA Miyo

Abstract : The purpose of this study is to clarify the actual conditions of being at the deathbed of patients at
small-scale, multi-functional types of in-home care service facilities, such as group homes, and determine just
what a “fulfilled stay by a person’s deathbed” is, which is what such care service facilities aspire to pro-
vide. We conducted semi-constitutive interview surveys with 14 people at 7 small-scale, multi-functional
types of in-home care service facilities and analyzed them qualitatively and inductively. As a result, when

these people conduct a “fulfilled stay and care by a person’s deathbed”, the premises are “sense of value by

staying at a person’s deathbed”, “preparedness among management and staff members to see patients off as
they die”, “listen and respond to the feelings of elderly people and their families towards seeing these pa-
tients off”, “sharing feelings among staff members”, “the total cooperation of management” and “coopera-

tion by the medical staff in providing emotional support”. Furthermore, from the interviews conducted at this
time, the author concludes that a “fulfilled stay and care by a person’s deathbed” should be 1) thoughts of
respecting elderly people’s will, 2) the humble feeling of wishing to be there and spending time with patients
to make mental room to see them off, 3) the desire to eliminate as much pain as possible, and 4) developing

support for this moment, while the patient is alive.

Key Words : stay by a person’s deathbed, elderly people with dementia, group home, small-scale, multi-

functional types of in-home care service facilities, care giver
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