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Observation of Pediatric Hospice in England

Programs for supporting life and death of children with life-threatening conditions

SETOU Nroiko, OKAZAKI Shin, NABETANI Makoto,
FUJII Miwa, YAMADA Michiko and TATARA Ryuhei

Abstract : In February 2010, the authors observed the Helen House (presently Helen & Douglas House),
an English pediatric hospice. In this hospice, nursing care is done on a one-to-one basis, and there are many
enjoyable programs coordinated by many specialists and volunteers for children with life-threatening condi-
tions and their families. The purpose of the hospice is not only end-of-life care, but also planning respite for
the families, emergency stay, symptom management, and 24-hour medical telephone advice. Also bereave-
ment and family support programs are continued after the death of the child. This paper includes a report of

their programs, principles and administration protocol.
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