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Survey of Pediatricians on Their Support of The Family that Has Lost a Child

SETOU Noriko, SAKAGUCHI Yukihiro,
KUROKAWA Kayoko and TAKADA Satoshi

Abstract : Questionnaires were sent to pediatricians who were members of the “High-Risk Infant Follow-up
Association” to clarify the current state and consciousness of the pediatricians who provide support for the
family that has lost a child.

The questionnaires were returned by 130 (78 men and 52 women) out of 312 pediatricians (response
rate : 42.3%). The results showed that presently many pediatricians are actually supporting the families in
some ways. More than half of them stated that they “usually” or “frequently” feel pain. In particular, pedia-
tricians with only a few years of experience become hardened, because they feel compassion fatigue while
supporting a bereaved family. The number of pediatricians who had received training experience were less
than 30 percent. Future considerations are discussed about implementing a support system for the bereaved

family and countermeasures for the fatigue of younger pediatricians.

Key Words : Bereavement care, pediatrician, death of a child
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