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A Study Regarding the Needs of Continued Nursing Education

in Graduate Schools

Subject to Nursing Professionals Working at a Facility Related
to Practical Training for University A——

EGUCHI Hideko and AZUMA Tomomi

Abstract : As part of the preparation for opening a Graduate School in the Department of Nursing Rehabili-
tation at Konan Women’s University (master’s degree), we conducted a survey using a written questionnaire
to nurses working at the facilities used for the university’s practical training to study the needs for educating
nurses and the educational support system as well as their inclination of going to graduate school at this uni-
versity. The survey was conducted from July 20 to August 6 in 2009, sent to 2120 nurses working at 7 dif-
ferent facilities. 1551 responded (collection rate : 73.2%). Among them, 1531 were subjected to analysis

(response rate : 72.2%).

The age range of these subjects was from their 20s to 60s. Most (751) were in their 20s (49.1% ) followed
by 450 in their 30s (29.4%). Their average age was 32.1 = 8.8. 1478 were female (96.6%), 51 were male
(3.3%), and average number of years working as nurses was 9.8 = 8.6 years. More than 60% of them had
less than 10 years of actual work experience in this field.

Regarding their willingness to attend graduate school, 414 (27.1%) wanted to do so, about the same per-
cent who gave the same answer in a previous survey.

An analysis of the results disclosed the following :

1. Regarding the aspect of the group who desired higher education, the significant groups are “in their
30s”, “male”, “married”, “have children” and “university graduates’ .

2. The main reasons for wanting to attend graduate school were, “feeling the necessity of higher expertise in
knowledge” and being “willing to review nursing with a wider view". As for what they felt they needed
most out of graduate school study, the majority answer was “deepening the professional discipline of
self”.

3. Regarding what they want from the graduate school, the majority wanted to see a support system allowing
them to study and work at the same time, with various learning forms and an updated educational environ-

ment.

Key Words : Education at graduate school, master’s course, needs for attaining higher education, nursing

profession
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