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A Study of the Reform of the Secondary School System

in German-speaking Area
ITO Mihoko

Abstract : This is a study of the reform of the secondary school system in Austria, especially focusing on
curriculum and lessons at Neue Mittelschule (NMS : New Middleschool), which was newly-established after
PISA-Shock. The school system in German-speaking area has been discussed from the political staudpoint
before the World War 1. The problem is children of 10-year are separated into Hauptschule (connected to vo-
cational course) or Gymnasium (connected to academic course), which is very early separation compared
with other EU countries. In this paper I would like to examine the curriculum and didactics at NMS and also
point out the characteristics of this new school by using the report of Ministry of Education and the inter-

view of the NMS teachers.
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