R & U 72 [ShIREEEE | (2B 2 2EDFEDT

—HEROT V= hrb—

EOWoWOTM R R M 7
BOROT & E b R E WY AR

Students’ Leaning at the “Practical Exercises of Preschool Teaching”

Class Cooperating with a Nursery School

UEDA Yoshiko, NISHIO Arata, NAKAMURA Keiko
HIROOKA Chiharu, TANAKA Nachi and MAEDA Saori

Abstract : We gave questions to nine students, who took the “Practical Exercises of Preschool Teaching”
class, in order to know what they had learned in the class. The exercises consisted of three processes, namely
“planning”, “practicing” and ‘reflecting”, and were performed twice in the class with the cooperation of a
nursery school. We asked the students after each exercise to write freely about “what you noticed or realized
during and after the three processes.” An interview was also held with one of them to complement the ques-
tion. The result revealed that most students noticed their recognition concerning “understanding the chil-
dren”, “contents of teaching”, “teaching and supporting skills”, and/or “discussion and collaboration.” By ana-
lyzing their answers to the questions and at the interview, the following inferences are drawn : 1) Coopera-
tion with nursery school and group exercise enhance their enthusiasm for “understanding the children” ; 2)
Most students learn the importance of “contents of teaching” during the planning process of the second exer-
cise, indicating the effectiveness of repeated practices ; 3) Learning of “teaching and supporting skills” is pro-
moted by teachers’ and other students’ comments during the reflecting process ; 4) Learning of the impor-
tance of “discussion and collaboration” was attributable to group exercise, long and elaborate planning proc-

ess, and employing video-conference for reflection.
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