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Rhythm and Intonation of Voice Representation of Infants

SAKAI Yasuko, OKABAYASHI Noriko, YAMANE Naoto and SHIMURA Yoko

Abstract : The aims of this study are to categorize infant voices, and to identify the acoustic characteristics
of “song-like voices” associated with the different voice categories. First we categorize three-tone voices of
four infants from aged 8 months to 27 months by rhythm in order to understand the types of voices. Then,
using 88 cases of voices classified into the category of “three tones with relatively equal length,” we carry out
a 6-level impression evaluation test to determine whether each case would be perceived as “singing” or not.

The results indicate that the voices perceived as singing have longer durations than the other voices.
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