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Reassessment of the Teaching Practice of the Berthold Otto School

during the New Education Movement in Germany
NAITO Yukako

Abstract : This paper aims to reassess the Otto school, which Berthold Otto founded during the new educa-
tion movement in Germany, by examining its teaching method.

Past studies, performed in Germany and Japan, consider Otto as one of the mainstream schools of the new
education movement in Germany, as he is the founder of “integrated learning” . Nevertheless, he has been as-
sessed unilaterally because of insufficient examination at the teaching practice level.

An analysis of the teaching records, however, revealed the existence of a curriculum. A productive learn-
ing system was implemented at the Otto School that did not inhibit the initiative of teachers and which fo-

cused on the spontaneity of children.
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