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Cooperation Between Practical Childcare and Developmental Researches

Based on the Relational Development Theory

UMEZAKI Takayuki

Abstract : Discussion about children’s development in workshops at nursery schools reflects the
perspectives of development provided by nursery schools. The present study examines on whom and what
nursery schools have focused, through case studies at workshops in K nursery school of K City. This school
was founded four years ago and has conducted workshops on many occasions. Kujiraoka (2010) indicates
that the childcare method of “making children do,” or “making children try hard” promotes the perspective
of assessing children, on the basis of “can, or cannot do” and has obstructed the mental development of
children. Study 1 investigates the relationship between the perspective of development indicated through the
workshops at K nursery school and the conventional one criticized by Kujiraoka (2010). Furthermore, the
results of an experiment on developmental psychology conducted with children at K nursery school are
reported. It is suggested that the findings from the above studies could prevent childcare from inclining to
relativism. Based on the results of Study 2, cooperation between practical childcare and developmental

research from the new perspective of explicated by Kujiraoka (2010) is examined in.
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