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A Betrayal by the Earth and the Transfer of Materials to the Earthshaking
Sociological Analysis of the Earthquake (5)

HARADA Takashi
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Abstract : In Japan, we sometimes suffer severe damages of the great earthquakes. We have a lot of written
documents about the earthquakes and damages we had suffered. According to the modern geological analysis,
we are always suffered by the earthquakes and volcanic eruptions in the Japanese Archipelago. But their interval
is so long, such as one hundred or one thousand year that we always suffer for the first time in our life.

What is the essence of the earthquake? A sociologist who was suffered by the Great Kanto Earthquake in
1923 said that earthquake is a betrayal by the earth which we thought immovable and the best ally for us.

By using the theory of 'quasi-subject' by Michel Serres, it could be said that at the moment of the earthquake,
all the materials including human beings on the earth of suffered area are trasnfered to the movements of the
earth. So the process of restoration is definitely the process of restore the states of materials exactly as they were
before the earthquake happens. Then as time passes, we once again think the earth is immovable and best ally

for us.
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