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Origin from the Future :
The Process of Constructing Ethnic Identity in a Young Woman

KADONO Rieko

Abstract : The purpose of this paper is to explore the process of constructing ethnic identity through the ex-
perience of a young woman. This woman was born in Osaka and has never been to Okinawa. However, she
has nostalgia for Okinawa. Her nostalgia contains the positive image of the “Southern Island” and the nega-
tive image of the “Battle of Okinawa.” She feels a sense of “home” in both ideas, and is proud of Oki-
nawa. In the past, this woman was teased by her classmate because of her stutter. In these times of trouble,
she sought after her ancestors. Her grandfather was Okinawan and he had told her about his experience in
the Battle of Okinawa, which caused her to regard her life as similar to her ancestors and gained strength to
try to carry out her mission of talking about the Battle of Okinawa. She senses that she can find something

to give to Okinawa. Her origin of ethnic identity will be constructed in the future, not in the past.
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