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Changes in Students’ Familiarity with Music Songs and their Experiences

in Music Childhood Education Department of Konan Women’s University

— An analysis of questionnaire surveys through 2012 to 2015—
KINUGAWA Kumiko, YAMASAKI Kazuko, YOSHII Atsuko and SAKAI Yasuko

Abstract: It’s the 10" anniversary of the establishment of Childhood Education Department of Konan
Women’s University. To take an opportunity of the event, comparative analyses were conducted to grasp stu-
dents’ trend through 10 years. Since the opening of the department, questionnaire surveys to new students
have been implemented in “Instrumental and Singing Training” courses. Surveys were to acknowledge stu-
dents’ past experiences in music and their familiar songs. 10 years’ accumulated data on “students’ musical
experiences” were divided to three periods and data from each period was comparatively analyzed to grasp
any changes of the time. Data on “familiar songs’ were divided to two periods, one on year 2012 and the
other from year 2013 to 2015. On this, focuses of analysis were on students’ concerns when performing
“sing-plays” . Incremental changes have been recognized in recent years both in the choice of songs in nurs-
ery/elementary school classrooms and in general nature of students in the department. Therefore yearly im-
provements on courses have been made through elaboration on teaching techniques. Based on the two analy-
ses, further research will be conducted to build a new guideline for teaching “Instrumental and Singing

Training” courses.
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