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A Report of Various Approaches in “Japanese Literacy” Class

WADA Ayako, YABUZAKI Junko, YOKOHAMA Yuji,
YONEDA Akemi, NOBUTOKI Tetsuro and NISHIDA Takamasa

Abstract : This paper reports various approaches used in our “Japanese literacy” class for the second-year
university students who belong to Department of Japanese Language and Culture. We have found that few of
our students have learned the basic skill of organizing their thoughts to write an essay in a logical, system-
atic way. Due to this, students find writing an essay very troublesome and time consuming. But does it have
to be that way?

We made the class compulsory in our department from 2010 and each instructor has made their own cur-
riculum for the course. One of the approaches is to make students aware that writing an essay is not only a
way to deepen their communication skills, but also that, if they understand the standard guidelines of essay
writing, then will become more confident in writing one and enjoy it, too.

By reviewing each instructor’s approach, we have found that the course has achieved a certain degree of

success in increasing the student’s essay writing abilities. Also, we discuss how to improve it in the future.

Key Words : essay writing, curriculum, understanding the standard guidelines of essay writing, organizing
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