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Neoliberal Norms Represented in Girls’ Anime:

An Analysis of the TV Anime “Pretty Cure” (or “Precure’) Series

KIMURA Shisei

Abstract: In 2004 the Japanese TV anime “Pretty Cure’ (or “Precure’) series started with Futari wa
Pretty Cure, a tale of school girls whose magical transformations to battle against evil forces, becoming the
legendary warriors. There are currently fourteen TV anime series in the franchise, spanning over 600 epi-
sodes to date. By analyzing the TV series, this paper will consider what kind of social norms are expected to

internalize and follow for infant girls in today’s Japanese society.
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