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Politics of SATOYAMA: An Introductory Analysis of Ecological Nationalism
FUJITA Wataru

Abstract: SATOYAMA, is the Japanese name given to a landscape and ecosystem formed through an inter-
action between man and nature in maintaining a rural farming lifestyle, has been increasingly recognized as
an important secondary natural environment. This essay aimed to clarify the unique political and cultural
characteristics associated with ecological nationalism in the contexts of the debate about the use of SA-
TOYAMA in conservation efforts and the objectives of, and rationale underlying, conservation. Debate about
SATOYAMA often involves a kind of nationalism in that nostalgia for homelands and “lost” traditional ru-
ral landscapes, which have long been foci of nationalism, are frequently mentioned. Such concrete conceptu-
alizations of diverse homelands are juxtaposed with the more abstract symbolism that privileges notions of a
more homogenous “Japanese homeland”. On the one hand, the nationalism associated with SATOYAMA is
based on the aforementioned nostalgia for homelands. On the other hand, however, such nationalism also dif-
fers from traditional construals in that it also privileges ecological issues. Indeed, the representations of SA-
TOYAMA in both official documents and photographs emphasize its ecological importance, aesthetic value,
and peaceful and pastoral lyricism. Thus, we must carefully consider how to honor both the local roots un-
derpinning, and the conservation considerations highlighted by, the ecological nationalism involved in current
conceptions of SATOYAMA.
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