[TAN] & 4] OBER
— 19 BT X ) HEREA VT4 T VBOKE
SFERERO B F L TE@mET

Aol R F

Off and on reservation Indians:
Sitting Bull's exile trail to Canada, 1876-1877

IWASAKI Yoshitaka

Abstract : Since the second half of the 19th century, most of the indigenous people of North America (Native
Americans), who were forced into the integration process of “domestic” native tribes promoted by the United
States’ Peace Policy’ and to live on “reservations,” faced a crisis of the destruction of their traditional social
systems. However, some Native American groups who resisted US Indian policy escaped from the United States
and went into exile across the border in Canada.

This paper analyzes how and why a group of Lakota, one of the biggest tribes, which had lived in and moved
freely and widely over the North American “borderlands,” embracing the Great Plains of the western frontiers
in the United States and Canada, which provided an area for buffalo hunting, collecting, trading, and social
intercourse, went into exile in Canada after putting up armed resistance to the US Army, forcing them into living
on the reservation.

At the Battle of Little Bighorn in 1876, the largest coalition of Plains tribes in history, including the Lakota,
defeated and annihilated the US 7th Cavalry led by George A. Custer. As a result of the battle, Sitting Bull,
who was famous among the Plains tribes as spiritual chief of the Hunkpapa (a band of the Lakota) and who
participated in the battle, and his band continued to be chased by the US Army, which regarded him as one of
ringleaders of the battle. In 1877, his band finally went into exile in Canada.

We should not interpret this historical exodus of Sitting Bull and his band into Canada only from a historical
but somewhat stereotyped perspective: one of the tragic stories of Native Americans who got robbed of and lost
their land and were forced to move to an unfamiliar place. The case also can be interpreted much more easily as
a compulsory move based on their own free will rather than a forced ejection or involuntary exile after having
no land to live on in the United States.

This paper demonstrates that Sitting Bull and his followers crossed the US—Canada border because they,
like many other Native American people in the late 19" century, still lived, in their mind at least, in the world
of the North American borderlands; therefore, they necessarily found it hard to accept and adjust to US Indian
policymakers’ ideas that limited and divided the vast land of the borderlands into frameworks or compartments,
such as national borders, nations/states, and Indian reservations. Therefore, it was seemingly a very natural act
for Sitting Bull and his followers to go to Canada not only because they were forced to escape but also to move
freely back and forth in the borderlands with no natural borders to hunt, engage in social intercourse, and save

their lives.
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