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A Study of Transition for women's universities as a High Educational Institution:

Past, Present and for Future
TAKAHASHI Mao

Abstract : The First women's universities in Japan were founded in 1948, when women were given the rights
to study at universities as well as men. Since then, women's universities have contributed to girls who want
to study at higher educational level. Moreover, by giving girls” opportunities to university, it was considerably
accomplished to increase in the women's enrollment rate. In recent years, girls would go to co-educational
universities. Once the number of women's universities were 98 in 1998 at the top, they have decreased to 77 in
2018.

In the 70 years since women's universities were founded, they offer various kinds of subjects from literature
to medical systems such as nursing, pharmacy and medicine, from liberal arts to acquisition of qualifications.
Recently, women's universities have set up the faculties to support career and lifestyles for women.

In this paper, I would like to discuss about the situation of women's universities which go through the
transition relevant to the demands of the present age. Finally, I would like to present the issues around social

contributions and missions for women's universities in future.
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