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Time Capsule and Matsushita Pavilion

- temporary oblivion media for recording / memory
BABA Nobuhiko

Abstract : A full-fledged "time capsule" in Japan is the "Time Capsule EXPO '70" exhibited at the Matsushita
pavilion of the Matsushita Electric Group of the 1970 Japan Exposition. This was planned jointly by the
Mainichi Shimbun and Matsushita Electric Industrial. Time capsule produced by combining the technical
capabilities of Matsushita Group continues to sleep deeply in the ground of Osaka Castle. The opening is set for
the future after 5000 years, AD 6970. Although the time capsule is a recording / storage media, it is always in a
state where it can not be accessed. In other words, it is also a device for temporarily "forgetting". But oblivion
is not an eternal oblivion but a temporary one. Opening the time capsule is to make the memory / record
resuscitate, its interpretation and meaning can be left to the people of the future. In this paper, we consider "time

capsule EXPO '70" as "media" and semantically discuss its existence.
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