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“Foreign Countries” Images in Shojo Manga Magazines:
An Analysis of “Weekly Shojo Comic” in 1960 ~ 1970's

MASUDA Nozomi and INOMATA Noriko

Abstract : This research studied Weekly Shojo Comic (including Shojo Comic) that was first published as its
May, 1968 issue, and its page constitution and works set in foreign countries were investigated. It was clarified
that compared to Weekly Margaret and Weekly Shojo Friend, there were many works set in the West but not in
any specific country in Weekly Shojo Comic. 1t was also clarified that such works disappeared after 1975, and
that instead, the number of works set in a clearly specified place such as New York or Paris increased. On the
other hand, it is a characteristic of Weekly Shojo Comic that works with SF or fantasy elements set in a fictitious
country appeared in the latter half of the 1970s. By comparing with other magazines, it was shown that it had
diverse content and that this could serve as a background for creating works that go beyond the framework of

shojo manga.

Key Words : shojo manga, “foreign countries” images, manga magazines
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