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Simplified Accompaniment Styles for Simultaneously Singing and Playing the Piano:

An Analysis of Student Surveys

MUTO Junko, ONISHI Yumi, KITA Chie, KONO Noriko,
HORISAKI Mineko, YOSHII Atsuko and SAKAI Yasuko

Abstract : This study explores technical difficulties experienced by college students while simultaneously
singing and playing the piano (hereinafter SSPP). In addition, it investigates simplified piano accompaniment
styles that students can acquire in an effective way during piano lessons offered in the Department of Childhood
Development and Education at Konan Women's University. The number of freshmen who have no experience
in playing the piano has been increasing year after year. Since SSPP is recognized as an indispensable activity
in nursery schools and kindergartens, the performance of SSPP is frequently required during employment
examinations for teachers. Based on the results of student surveys conducted during our course “Instrumental
Performance and Singing I1,” which was offered in the spring semester of 2018, we propose practical and useful
simplified accompaniment styles that can be used to train students. This training can have an immediate effect in

nursery schools and kindergartens.

Key Words : Music education, Simultaneously singing and playing the piano, Simplified piano accompaniment,

Nursery and kindergarten teacher training
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