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What did the Students Learn from the Fieldwork in Kamaishi:
Thinking from Actor Network Theory

TAKAHASHI Mao

Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to analyze the fruits of students who visited Kamaishi City, Iwate
Prefecture, which was affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake in utilizing the Actor Network Theory.
The Actor Network Theory has been proposed mainly by Bruno Latour et al. This is a theory that, like hu-
man beings, considers non-human things and events as actors (actors) and finds out how they are linked to-
gether to create a network.

This summer, the seven students of my class and I volunteered at Kamaishi City, and visited the Sanriku
Coast Area, had the fieldwork in Kamaishi as well as Otsuchi and Rikuchu Yamada. During that time, the
students met many people, were influenced and shocked by various things (actors), including nature.

This article organizes actors and learning from the Actor Network Theory, focusing on the activities, re-

flections, and reports of the students.

Key Words: Actor Network Theory, Great East Japan Earthquake, Students, Disaster Areas
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