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Idol as a Visual Image:

How is Nostalgia and Memory Related to the Idol Image?

BABA Nobuhiko

Abstract: Today’s idol is not the favorite target of some fans. In no time in the past, there was no time
when idols spread throughout society and overflowed like visual messages. An idol is not just “visible”. If
you select as an idol as an object and are not aware of it, you cannot see the idol. An idol is an image that
emerges through active “seeing”. In other words, the act of “seeing” an idol is inseparable from the urge to
see a particular object, which inevitably recognizes its existence and invites the desire to continuously own it.

What is the charm of idols? Where are we attracted to idols? In this article, I considered idols as a starting
point for discussion and addressed the two phases of virtual image experience and real field experience by

mentioning two issues : ‘image contact’ and “contact in the field” .
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