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A Study of Practical Activities of Cross — Sectoral Expression

“Sogo Kodomo Carnival”
SAKAI Yasuko, TSUJI Makoto, NAKAYAMA Masashi and AIZAWA Ryotaro

Abstract: The Course of Study for Kindergarten/The Guidelines for Nursery care at Day nursery decomposes
the field “Expression” into distinct sector (formative art/music/body expression/linguistic expression). The
description of the Course of Study for Kindergarten improve edition as of H 20 encourages teachers to put
emphasis on expressions across these sector, given the less specialized nature of children’s expression. Most
of the teacher training courses, however, currently do not cover such cross-sectoral expression. To address
this problem, we have carried out for 13 years a series of courses to train next-generation teachers who un-
derstand the significance and methodology of cross-sectoral expression. Achievements of these courses have
been presented to the local children and parents in the program “Sogo Kodomo Carnival”. This program has
been organized by students themselves, and can hence be considered as a form of active learning called
program-based learning (PBL). We assessed the learning experience of students by interviewing participated
students and supervising faculty members. This revealed that students acquired, through brainstorming and
problem-solving, deep understanding of the significance and methodology of cross-sectoral expression. Our
analyses thus demonstrate that our program “Sogo Kodomo Carnival” effectively trained the next-generation

educators for cross-sectoral expression.

Key Words: Cross-sectoral Expression, Program-Based Learning, Training the Next Generation of Educators
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