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Effect of Dietary Soy Protein on Skeletal Muscle Atrophy

HASHIMOTO Rie, TERAO Junji and NIKAWA Takeshi

Abstract: Japan is rapidly aging, and the aging rate in 2015 (population ratio of 65 years old and over)
was 26.7%, and the population ratio of 75 years old and over was 12.9%". As a problem related to nutrition
in a super-aged society, the importance of malnutrition, which is likely to fall into the elderly, can be raised
from the viewpoint of extending healthy life expectancy and preventing long-term care. The presence of un-
dernutrition leads to sarcopenia, which causes muscle weakness and physiological disability, resulting in a
frailty cycle. This cycle reduces energy consumption and appetite with the decrease of physical activity and
aggravate nutritional status?. If the level of physical activity continues to decline or it causes bedridden con-
dition, disuse muscle atrophy happened, which is recognized as secondary sarcopenia. Disuse muscle atrophy
is an urgent social problem in Japan with a super-aging population. Effective countermeasures against disuse
muscle atrophy have not been established expect for rehabilitation. In this review, effectiveness of soy pro-

tein intake is discussed as a nutritional approach to prevent muscle wasting.
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