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The Current Status of Female Faculty Members

by Position in Women’s Universities in Japan
TAKAHASHI Mao

Summary : Various discussions and criticisms have been exchanged on the targets set for women in mana-
gerial positions in order to promote a “gender-equal society” by the government, local governments, corpora-
tions and other business communities. However, the ratio and status of female faculty members by position
in higher education institutions, universities, are not often discussed.

Furthermore, in women’s universities, most of the faculty members are women, and there is a general per-
ception that gender equality in women’s universities is probably well advanced.

Until now, there have been few studies referring to the percentage of female faculty members by position
and their characteristics in women’s universities. This paper reports on the status of female faculty members
by position based on data from 76 women’s universities nationwide in FY 2020, and clarifies the situation of
female faculty members at women’s universities.

In the first half of the paper, I will report on the 30-year trend of female faculty members by position at
all universities, including presidents, and private universities nationwide from 1989 to 2020, based on data
from the Basic School Survey. The second half of the paper will report on a survey conducted by the author

in February 2021 to clarify the ratio and characteristics of female faculty members at women’s universities.

Key Words : Women’s University, Gender Equality, Current Status of Female Faculty Members
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