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Evaluation of an Alternative Public Health Nursing Training Program

Implemented during the COVID-19 Pandemic
GOUDA Kayoko and KOETAKA Hanayo

Abstract :

Objective : To clarify the effectiveness and challenges of an alternative public health nursing training pro-
gram implemented during the COVID-19 pandemic based on student evaluation.

Methods : Opinions about the alternative training program were collected from 34 fourth-year students tak-
ing the Public Health Nursing Education course at a university, using the anonymization function of the
learning support system Moodle from July to August 2020.

Results : The students’ opinions confirmed the effectiveness of the alternative training program as a {practi-
cal learning method that helps visualize the activities of public health nurses) and (training method that cre-
ates realistic feelings), characterized by (faculty members’ educational considerations) and (coordination to
establish a safe and reliable training environment). On the other hand, various challenges, including [limits
to the achievement of realistic experiences], represented by [difficulty in interpreting residents’ responses]
and [insufficient opportunities to directly learn about the activities of public health nurses], and [learning
difficulties] due to [the occurrence of students’ health problems] and [communication failures], were identi-
fied.

Conclusion : The effectiveness of the alternative training program was confirmed. Future studies should fur-
ther pursue how to engender realistic feelings, and develop the program to help students more easily under-
stand the activities of public health nurses. At the same time, the results indicate the necessity of discussing
how to realize clinical training at public health centers even for a short period. They also suggest the useful-
ness of applying the educational approaches and methods that were shown to be effective to deepen student

learning, rather than limiting them to emergencies.
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