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The Shift in the Meaning of “Fancy Products” in Stationery Industry Journal
Focusing on the 1959-1979

MORISHITA Toyomi

Abstract: This paper investigates the shift in the meaning of “fancy goods” and its association with
“cuteness” in Japan, using stationery industry journal from 1959 to 1979 as historical records.

During the 1960s, “fancy” was used in the stationery industry merely as part of the product name, as a
way of emphasizing its elegance and gaiety. However, in 1971, “fancy” products started being used
synonymously with fashion products and eventually became a generic term for a wide range of design
products for girls, including non-paper products, and later went on to include the meaning of “cute” in its

usage toward the end of the 1970s.
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