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Why Japanese People Cannot Say ‘No’:

From the Perspective of Japanese-Indonesian Contrastive Linguistics
YUASA Akiko

Abstract: It has often been said that the Japanese are a people who cannot say ‘No’. Some people think that
Japanese people cannot say ‘No’ because that they have lived in a homogeneous society since childhood and
have experienced almost no conflicts with people of different cultures. However, this explanation cannot
explain why Indonesians, who comprise diverse people with different languages, religions, and ethnicities,
prefer euphemisms as much as the Japanese do. What then makes this so? In this paper, we discuss why the
Japanese cannot say ‘No’ from the perspective of the contrastive linguistics of Japanese and Indonesian, and

reveal that there is a ‘naru type’ (spontaneous type) of passive syntax in the background.
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A2 FATTERICE, div), ‘ter, ‘ke-an’ W) FEFERC Y — 7 —3 TERDLIND 3SHOZTHEB b b, T L
NEBGNITREIZROE) TH %,

dio

Taro dipukul oleh Jiro. (KREBASKEBIZF Hi17z)

KEE BEHNE I KER
‘ter-’

Menara itu terlihat dari sini. (ZOENZIHhHHRZ )

% 20 Rzsd b 22

‘ke-an’
Ia belum lama ini kematian anak sulungnya. (fHIZ5HEREHE (FET) 12584R1L72) (DPN, KBBI, 2001)
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4, AARZE A4V FAYTEOKA TR

HARFEOSEILIIEA 5 4 7 <(are’ Z FHWTEINLED, 1 FA Y TEETIE di- ‘ter- ‘ke-an” &\ )
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(1) Koji  dimarahi (oleh) guru. +  Guru memarahi Koji.
W Lhohd 12koT Sk S Lhas B
(1) EEEEIZ L2 BN, — AEPEZE LI o7
(2) Pada tahun 1511 Malaka  diserbu (oleh) bangsa Portugis. (FFFT, 1988)

12 151 T vd BEEhD IZXoT RE O KUVEAV
+ Pada tahun 1511 bangsa Portugis menyerbu Malaka.
12 1514E R ORVETLY BT <5 vd
(2) 1S114EICV T v HIER)V P AVEBEICHE Sz,
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T), spontanitas (E %), kesanggupan (TJHE), tidak sengaja (HE/EZ) FEOEKRD D 5 | (HAFEFIIESE - Dk
i) SRR L, INSOMEREEEZRIEL T\Wb,

BB TREDSHERT S ter-X B DA %Y 4 7%, Gorys X Sitindoan 5HRT 45 4 T HN— R
12, BIORATMRDEE 2 26 LTITRT .

6 AYFAYTHETRES - ZEIZEETLEAEHL (1)~G) I2ASND L) IZEEFIZ—KIIC ‘me & di- DIBHE
W73 &R0, FEMIEEEE (2002) BRIz,

7 ZZTWwOEELE, FAMIZIL Hopper & Thompson (1980) #A37R T “affectedness” 12D &, S 5 I1ZMiA < 5 2 13k
(1993) 257" Y “SZtE” OM&IZE,
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(1990), #HAF (1996), VI 7F 7514 (1998), #HiE (2000, 2002, 2004, 2006) EA5H %,

9 K¥&EF (1959) &M,
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EUMA LB ERSER % EWEIRTO ‘Passive Voice” &2 53 R 1982%) b, 22 TEH [Whbwhb
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A. ZE5ET (telah selesai dilalukan)
(3) Bahasa Melayu dipakai sebagai  bahasa pengantar, sehingga tersebar luas. (A, 1988)
ATAFE fibhd LLTC IIaz=fF—Tarifi ZOHE LEok i<
(ATAFENTI 2= —va vk LTHESNHER, LSIREo7)
B. H% (spontanitas)
(4) Kenji terpesona pada kecantikan wanita itu.
R BTEShD 10 ELE &l 2o (BRIZZOREDOEL SITEE S5 k)
C. ZE)YTRE, BEZMHE (kesanggupan)
(5) Rumah Yanto terlihat dari bukit ini.
x Yrh+ Rzd 5 Kk o
(Y YOERBPZOEDPSLRZ5)
D. JEEMMZH (tidak sengaja)
(6) Kaki anak itu terinjak oleh saya. (A, 1996)
B A 20 HonhEEIn I
(ZDFHDRIIFAZ ) oD Y EEE )
(B Z2OFHOREERIT) oV BEATLE 572)

INLIFROEIICEFLDDLIENTE D,

A. ZEISET (telah selesai dilalukan) — #13C (3)

[L T 25BN (BRMICEDONZDOTIERL) I32a=r—2aryiEe Ldfibhizd, HRNIILEE -
72

B. H% (spontanitas) — 513 (4)

[(ZOLHEPBEHIE T L LS L LzbF TEZRVOIZ) BRPSTE ) TITEE sz

C. ZBEITTRE, HIZMTTEE (kesanggupan) — 13 (5)

[(EHWICR L) ELRTY) ZOEPLY Y PORNFRRS ]

D. FEEHMZH (tidak sengaja) — BIL (6)

[BERMICEAZOTIERSHTWIZEZ ) oV EEATL E - 720
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BB, C[=ERTHE, HESETTRE-BISC (5) B LCIE, SBhEhE 2 kb FmEk (~L152%) Ik
ToLEELZBICANIUL, [ZEE] ) kb, LLAEESICRONS Middle BT 1CHMS 513 B
EHEZOND, WOz 0, HBIEE (bisa=PEFED can IZHINST 5L D) & F 2T RED B % I
T& %W di-xB #ROWREBE (BRWWREBR) 263C (7) 12805, (5) LOBEVWERTHREI) M,

11 D. D% A FIZHAREIZIZ WO, BRTEEREZRL,

12 7E5 3,

13 Middle #3C (HHESD) CIXRBETH ) 25 THRBOBERELERHFOLDOZ T, I, This computer sells well.
(ZDar¥a—513LENb) EThib, C.-BIL (5) &, TNHEEFIETIATHELLZLOOHEPL Tnb, &
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NHICHT AL RE (2002) 2SS 20,

14 A FATTHETIE TEXWTTRERI] OWa I ZEEIE (bisa, T 7213 dapat, =FEFED can IIHLET L L D) 2 & T 2T
MWW EEOBERZ R TE R (B (7)) TOEMNC.-FIX (5) TRLZFIVEO [ZEIRTRERE BN R
B 38 h 5, B sEMEEE (2002) 28R EN0,
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(7) Masalah ini bisa  diatasi oleh Fumio ?
ME o TE L Bxb 1T U
(CCHELZ  CORMEDPHEDY B 5N 5 D)
I3 (7) oA, BfEE Ol ICEMA 2T AUTERIIEILL 2o ZORMIZBWT il #IEo
[ RE] RBLEBISC (5) 0 &) RIEHN S 4 70 [ZEYWRE, BREOTRE] £3 (Middle 30 1258
WITREERBL) L3 (B LW MHICBWTRESCERDL I LD L,

43 ‘'ke-an REIN EHAXRED [FE=ZFEDZTE (KBFZTH)]
A2 R 7REIIGERER kean’ T HWZUTO L) 2 Z8EHLDH 5,

(8) Saya kehujanan. <« Hujan.
A mIcESNS 73 2
(RERICES M) (MARE>72)
(9) Ia kematian anak sulungnya. « anak sulungnya mati.
W whEns  HokT WoEF
(i3S (F¥) 12ERNnT) (HoEE (E¥) »RATL)
(10) Saya kedatangan tamu tadi malam. « Tamu datang tadi malam.
B koha % MR % kD OWEK
(RMIFER R IR S NLT) (MERR K H3 R 72)
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5o

AARRED 285020 8] &1k, AARCEFR (1981 dbE i) 12 LU TEEEIREO XICE TR Tuin
(BGHEIDDHV) BEBPZELIC L > CTEFEOMBICT O LI ko720 (ICHI1981) ] L &Nb, MEH
ARSI LSO HAUNEE R TA LD,

INSDE A TOZEL (HAFED [HE=F02F 5] RUA > FAYTEED kean XE ) 3, REILE
R L T 2 I OB, &R0 (RREISCZE A G2 V) BINEZEOR L 1 DL LT, 1L,
41 CTRL7: di-=@®C THEZTH] CRONE &) BRI H 2B L2 RHHHEL V. $72, INb
DF AT, FA (1992) TS L)1, HAMTLAFER BIZIE [MAFKSL]) 2y, ZoFER04
tti%@oﬁ&?é“*%(mzirﬂbﬁ%m,;ofﬁﬁmuﬂ%<%<@%ﬁuﬁ%>%§ﬁé,aw

HRAEE EORMA RO ILE L Twh, HEE (ERofle TS 218 [MAMS, sEda, 25 ujan, mati,
datangJ) THoTCOZH PR TELubLATH 5,

AR (1990) 1, 4 ¥ FA T TEED ‘ke-an B % [EROI UEFR) T2 ZOHBFHORTIT A%
LT, ZN0HEE, MEMICERICEELTLAIE2EVETLIO)] LBRTWAEY, THIZARED [
SEOZFE] LN TIEE S,

HIE Z ok, B (ZEBLOEFE-DTHE) o coMroshd RIRE FE—FR) 5, #ELLT
FHRIEELRIZT (BTFHR) L) ZERETHY, ZoFSRLREBIEEFRCH L THRECITSNZLD
TRV, BFEAFRTEE 2 L2 012id, BRI T2BRIEHFELZWIZHS$, MRMICTRICEES
HZ2ZTLE) v [FAE] oZ8ifEs oTwb,

5. HAGE, A Y FAVTHOZEIUIBIT S [AVEL SVl oIty

4FITRZZE I, HARGE, AV PRI THICERL 2ZBEAPH L, 2095, 41 TR di-Z8L
[EEZTE] L5 % [AVE GERE, 788D ¥4 71, HELZZILD, Z{OFETHWIAONS
HEB) — B L2 FO BRI TH 5,

—7, 42 TRz ‘ter-=BIC STEENZITE] %, 43 TR ‘ke-an ZEC HE=ZF0% T K&zl
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B o [FAE GEERE, fH@EE)] ¥4 7L, MmoFEICIE— &m&x@%ﬁkLTE%LTw
bOTIE R, FHIZ, 43 TR ke-an B /[H=ZF20OZTH (RRZITH) | FMOFHEICARS D L
BHTHY, FFA (1982) 2Dy A T% [(1NY) KRZFHE LTHAREEZFEHTLIMEALR SFET LA - T
Wh TR R THDL] ERRTnES, HEFERA v FAY TR, MoSEIC—KNIIAoNS
[ANEL] 5 4 TOZEEBIZT TR, MBEICHE Y Ao [FUVE] ¥4 TOSERBAN;EFL T D
DTH 5%,

6. —2— I N [ANVE] LEREGEED [FIVE]

HARFEEA Y PRI TRECBITA [ANVE] [FVE] OSBRI A TE72, 25 F 0 HED) — SBR 7 % FF
2w [FUVH] OoZ8EBEY [Z178] LRATIVOrE VI BENERSL, AfTIE, MEEICAONIS
[FAB] 28RBS [T 5] LR TEF/WIIERITRETHY, ©LA [ANVE] Lhd [FVE] O
A7 THALIREESZ DL, LEZBLIELENS, UTIZEOBEBERT,

HAFEOZ T HOWFEIE [BO0VESG Lewoll, H28XI2L-oTOHE ) TIZZORKICEINL] £\
[B%] EHLZLTLHPH D6, ZOFICHER LEE (20000 THRIELZEZ A, [#HR BH) &8 Lo #l
ﬁ#%%tﬁa_i,HK&-%VF%&T%@ﬁ@%ﬁ’ﬁwf@ LA [FNE] OoFA TAVE] L)
b7 ME (Ta by A THEE - DT EEe v RERISEL 2. RIS LD TH b,

HAGER A~ FAYTRED [EHEZTH] RO d-Z83C (AVED) 121, KRICASND L9 a4 307 A5 6
LW ENH 5.

(11) BHIAFECDOZLL, —FKREBIZES LA,

<m>%¢»Lo#b%%h&éw,tm#Eo (1=H1 1995)
(13) Jangan mau dipukul! (BtHNL LD &3 57%)
(14) Pintu itu tolong dibuka! (FRAT 1981 B0%)

(ZFOFTREAFLNTTEW) (ER: ZO 72T TTEW)

AL, TYAMICERIEFTRL Y DBROFR (KKFLR) HLTERTLILTHY), 2T AR
MYIZE 21X, KRR DETH W CREM) 2 SHBEHRICE 255 L T E 21752 L Th D, il
VERGS e [EHEZT &) di-xB®sC (3815, RRFRLEFHICH T 2ERPWRREHEL, vl
b OFY, TNHOMX (EHEZTH] ° d-28) 1§, &b Ml TaRIER () v 58575
LOTIERL, TAXRZ MUIZIEB LA=Z2— M IR EE R 5,

PEFEOZEIRIBC ‘be BIF MM ESNAHGK AR EhS, ZEHLOEIEDO—2I2 [1T4] »5 [ZILL 2R
B ICEZ AN DH D, LEDLNTE, 2L T [BILLZIRE] 1213 TRER] Lvwoltarsamshs,
FRW I, WEOZEIFRE LY, RRMD SHEBAICE 2B E NI 2 (G453 ICEZHZLIXTERV,

ZETHUL, FERIoTw R (RAD) FMEMHFIRO 2 Tara30] OFERA TR HAED [EHEZ
FEA Y FATTHED G- 1L, LTLLZOBLARICHERNEEINTVRLLEERAT, TN

15 R (1982) 1 ZZORESCICBI L TRD L 91Tl TW 5, [TEFEOZEIE CEBERI Lo B EFEICE T2 2 LICL 5T T
X307, HEAFEICIFEAEOD O (EHEZITE) oMz, HEHER (XHTXX, MEHHTRIFEAN) 2, #E5D
LOIHEZ 72532 2RI EERDND L, [X=FCFLV] [FH=XIFFEHRTLSY ] L) RENHET (N
5) RS H] & LTHARE h”%‘é&*l)\f %n’éféﬁuofu%ﬂwg TETH5H]

16 N (1977) 1RO L H BTV E, [ZFHEVW-TLH, HREOHAIE, MrSs08Er 235w EikL b
b, BEDEE L2Vl H BEFEIC L > THS %%Zﬂlﬁfﬁ&b:ﬁﬁmékwiﬁé%kwbibﬁﬁﬁiw@f&)éo WEFRIIZ LT
b, BEEZELIERE W] 25 HERRDWMILL, Fhho—FIZZZFHERs, mhHICTRERSRELZER
LOWELBTHLERS | BAR (1969), FHH (1971), LE (1974) b [hb, 65Nb] OWAWERIIAFETHY, £
IMBFTE, WHEOENRELZET S, [FAUE] SEERY [Z08] LR TERLRTIUE IS 2aiEN
WCHHTZ L3 TE R,

17 di-S2 1 BOGH IOV TIETRM (1981) 212380 5.
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PORIIZEILE LToTa MEEED L. — T, HAFE A Y FAYTREO [FIVEL] Z8CUL, d5 3
WCEZDHZEEATRERTH L. TR SN0,

(15) * & &, FELIRNL S

(16) * ZDRPEIHEE S N S, BRF,

(15°) * Tolong kematian anakmu.

(16°) * Tolong Kenji terpesona pada kecantikan wanita itu.

HRELTEI D EVHIHED [FAR] ZEECIE, ZOBCHED [HE] 258ELT0wh20, Kk
BHRRPLEECME E 2T B S ORI AR TR O TH o B (1990) &, “ter> A5FEE LT [ETHI] TH
O Locdi- 1ZENEART R 2 THH] ETEERRT LI L 2iEfML T b, ZOERIE, 2
D25 47 (ter-& di-) OFHEMWIZFTNHRTT VD,

b b XML AEN R 2885 [FVE] SBHLE, TomCEE LT LY [#HR] 258
LTwabE3ER R [ANVE] ZERESCE L2, HAGRE A Y FA Y TRRICBT 5 [V B 28R
&, La [AVE] ZEERHEL ) S 70 MEREWEFR %o

HARE, A > FAYTEOZHRINE, o) - B 22 Rz hw [FVE] 5 4 T OB EBIAEERIC
FIELTWD, ZLT, IO =TTV ARZERBTH S &) BBRIRILIE R Y725 2w RI28 [#FHRO
GEl EVOEEAL RN, LA TANE] L7 MEEEL, Ihods, BERE 1Y PR YT
BUIZHEHOIT7TER LTI TREEIEZEZONLOTH D,

7. BHAF, A Y FAYTHEO [FVE] 28RS

2T, N (1977) ORRE LD —EIZ ).

[ZFHEVoTH, HAEOHEE, a0zt w)Eiki b, BOPHESLAEVDILH S
BRI L o THGDH HIRBIZB2NL L) BE#ROIT) RN OTH D] (11N 1977)

CoRMFE, Ml (1981) 25T L2 AERED [FVE] HN L BEXELb008H 5, 10 (1998) &, 2o
[FVEL] %2 [IREHI] Sz T [AVE] o [AMESRE] X550, MEA5IHLEAR (1941 :
[HARFEOARE]) OB RO L ITHITW D,

[HAFETIEZ LN LYEDY [BOTHLrOKRL] LHXHRILLII ETHHEELZRTOICH LT, #iEk TR
MUBEPB LT 5] 1912, 612 MTFENLIISHISEOLNL] 2O LHICRHAL L) L32M6ME RETY
B =0y NAOEBICBIT Lt PDICABMARVYEVSLELRLIE, HEEIIBIT200E, LA
EARARNE, &2 MNIFEARE b\ v

HAEOZTHOBENED L) B THY), EDL) BRI S TELPICOVTEIARTTIEE R L WA,
M2 bld, HEAEHEA V FAYTHICBWTIE [AVE] & [FLVE] OZBEBSEELTBY, [HED
EE] LVOBEAS R, [AVE] SEFEBLY S [FAE] SEERBOAS 70 IS, WEHE0Z
HEIOIT R LTV LWEEDSH L L) 2L TH D,

ZLC, 2o GEERME) offMERo [FAR] ZEERBIE, Bl LA o RERLEABOBIEIRT &
N THRARMIW] THY MIEPIZE ) SELN] OTELEL [BOTrHKRL] v ) BRI N— X
2%,

HEAMNZ [/ —] EEZAHZVEBETHAIEFLITLITHY IKRENTE 2, BH, AFE (1989 : Hi8) &,

18 INLOFZTHERANY -V IV LTHRRATH L L) BBIRIML R Y725 2w, MEOBRTI 2 CTlEFR %) 5
2, ZOFHIZOWTIZERE (2000, 2002) %S Sz,
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HARAND [/ —] EERZVWERICIFBHUOZES, FE0 0P LREMARICER, RE 2Lz Fo AR &
DEDEFVEIIEAERBL TV RWI LR ENH L EBRTEBY, HEPIZZEI Vo LERBEZ LN D,
COFME D o TE, RSB 2 FRHZ TG A > A2 7 RIE 2B 5 2 3T 5722,

HARFERA ¥ FA Y TEBCBAET A [FVE] SEESCOFED, DE20&%2 %5725 9,

S DDIT A% ZT 2D [ABARMY] 7 AN SEZTBREHEOBAICIE [/ —] EVniEass, e
WZZDRIE o720, ﬁ% ﬁf%htﬁ%fi&wwy,%m B RATHES L) [HRRAM]
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