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Reading Le Petit Prince (3):

Lesson of Apprivoiser
ASHIDA Tetsuro

Abstract: Chapter 21 of Saint-Exupéry’s The Little Prince (Le Petit Prince) is one of the climaxes of the
story. And, the theme of the dialogue between the little prince and the fox in this chapter, the verb “tame”
(apprivoiser) is one of the most important key words of the story. The fox, who preaches to the little prince
of the importance of taming, does not seek to tame the little prince, but fo be tamed by him. On the other
hand, while the little prince wants to play with the fox, he refuses fo fame him (although he eventually
agrees), which is a condition set forth by the fox. I would like to carefully decipher what is meant by the in-

consistent exchanges between the two over this important keyword.

Key Words: translation, triangulation, tame (apprivoiser), unique in the word (unique au monde)
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